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Haidarabad and won the Pratinidhi's good-will by offering
him a jaghir in Berar, as an equivalent for the chauth
payable on his new capital. Bajirao indignantly protested
but in vain. Shahu, who did not penetrate the schemes
of his powerful neighbour, was induced by the Pratinidhi
to approve the exchange, since, so he said, the Nizam
would feel deeply the payment of tribute on his motropolis.
Encouraged by this success, the Nizam next affected
ignorance of the respective claims ot Shahu and Eajaram'H
son Sambhaji. He declared himsolf unable to pay to tho
Maratha government its chanlh and sardetihrnukhi, until
the matter had been settled. At the same time he removed
Shahu's agents from his dominions und invited both Shahu
and Sambhaji to send envoys to Haidarabad, where ho
would himself decide which of the two princes had the
better right to the crown of the Marathas. The Pratinidhi
blinded by his hatred for Bajirao, urged his sovereign to
comply. But the Peshwa laughed his rival to scorn and
so worked on Hhalm's feelings that tho king instantly
declared war. Tho Nizam successfully invoked the aid of
Sambhaji. Tho latter joined tho Nizam's camp with a
largo Maratha forco and tho Nizam fluttered himself that
ho would bo ablo to destroy tho power of the Mnrathas,
forking them into a civil war, which would never, if
his efforts availed anything, bo ewlod. But he had counted
without the genius of Bajirao. That aspiring statesman
soon shewed himself as great in the field, as he had been
eloquent in the council chamber. On the 7th August 1727,
while rain was still falling, Bajirao led his army into tho
field. Entering the Aurangabad district, he first plundered
Jalna and tho districts round it. The Nizam Bont a force
under Ewaz; Khan to meet him. After an indecisive action,
tho Poshwa outmarched his opponent and reached Mahur.
Again turning towards Aurangabad, ho gave out that ho
meant to plunder Burhanpur. To protect the wealthy city,
the Nizam hastened to join Ewaz Khan. But Bajirao had
already left Khandesh and plundering as he went, had